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Warm hearts, warm communities
United Way and KPMG LLP keeping families warm this winter

United Way and KPMG LLP’s
Coats for Kids and Families
program wrapped up midDecember and deliveries were
made to six local organizations for
distribution to those in need.
“In all, we delivered more than
200 coats and more than 100
scarves, hats and pairs of mitts,”
said Connolly Tate-Mitchell,
United Way’s coordinator for the
project.

“

“

“It was a really good opportunity
to talk to people and see first-hand
what the needs of the community
actually are.”
-Simon Janhunen

“We did some early deliveries to
make space at our office and we
heard that many of those items
found new homes very quickly.”
“We’re really glad to have
partnered with KPMG LLP on
this project,” she went on to say.
“We feel like the community
really stepped up to help. We’re
very thankful to the YMCA of
Lethbridge for helping us freshen
up some of the more well-loved
items and of course, we’re grateful
to everyone who donated coats.
We’re looking forward to seeing
what we can accomplish next
year.”
“Going out to help deliver coats

was a great experience,” said
KPMG LLP’s Simon Janhunen. “We
had a short tour at each place and
it was a really good opportunity to
talk to people and see first-hand
what the needs of the community
actually are, not just in winter, but
year-round.”
Tate-Mitchell says that these
donations help make sure
children and families can continue
to stay active and participate in
community events through the
winter.
“A light jacket is fine for the 20
metres from the car to the school,

but is the teacher going to let
that child go out for recess when
it’s minus 20 and they don’t have
something warm on? Probably
not.”
Items donated at United Way
or KPMG LLP were distributed
to the YWCA of Lethbridge &
District, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Lethbridge, Streets Alive Mission,
the Southern Alberta Self-Help
Association (SASHA House), the
Boys and Girls Club of Lethbridge
and the new Youth One drop-in
centre.

Above: (left to right) YWCA of Lethbridge Partnerships Manager Kelly Mettler accepts a donation of winter gear
from Connolly Tate-Mitchell of United Way, Simon Janhunen and Ben Osmond of KPMG LLP. Donated items will be
used by women and children staying at Harbour House.
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Understanding the struggle of living with a low income
What participants are saying about the interactive learning experience
It is a reality that many people in the community
may start each month with only a few extra dollars
to spare. During this one-hour activity, participants
are given a glimpse of what life is like for those who
live with less.
Throughout the hour, a portion of the participants
are asked to answer a set of questions about how
their mock family is faring and how they plan to
cope.
Here are just a few of their answers:
1. Describe your family’s current situation.
•

•

•

I’m living with my girlfriend and her kid in a
homeless shelter. Her previous husband isn’t
paying child support and I am paying child
support for a child I fathered in high-school.
I am a father of a 15-year-old. My wife is
unemployed and my father, who has had a
stroke, lives with me. We do not earn enough
money to cover our expenses.
My husband is disabled and can’t go to work.
My income is barely enough to
sustain my family. Thank goodness
we have healthcare benefts coming
in.

2. How will you handle the situation?
•

•
•

By getting a job to help my mom pay
the bills staying out of trouble. My
sister is still in Jr. High and has about
2 years before she can start to work.
Work, work, work. Try to save for a
better future. Do what I can to raise
my kids right.
Our daughter was suspended and
my husband has to look for work.
I’m hoping to pay our mortgage and
utilities to avoid eviction. I’ll hope for
some good luck.

3. Has your family situation improved or
declined? What has happened?
•
•
•

We got evicted because we couldn’t pay the
rent and the homeless shelter doesn’t have
enough room for my family. This is tragic.
Well, my kids are in school, I have a job, utilities
are paid. We got help from social services. I
guess it’s better but it still sucks!
What family? I never see them!

Many of the participants identified wages, health
care, poverty and food security as issues that
governments should work to address.
Participants were also asked what they believed
they could do in their community to help facilitate
pathways out of poverty.
While many suggested donating to charities,
buying meals for the homeless and assisting with
transportation, the most common answer was
to connect people with community services and
programs they may not be aware of.
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Tip a ‘Cane comes in just over the goal line!
The Tip a ‘Cane event at Mr. Mike’s Steakhouse
and South Western Alberta.
Casual on Feb. 24 raised $503.75 for the United Way
To learn more about the Lethbridge Hurricanes,
of Lethbridge and South Western Alberta, just over
visit www.lethbridgehurricanes.com. To learn
the $500 goal.
more about Mr. Mike’s Steakhouse Casual, please
The hard work and enthusiasm of eight of the
visit www.mrmikes.ca/locations/lethbridge.
newest Hurricanes players ensured that diners had a
unique and fun experience.
Players included Brady Reagan,
Florian Baltram, Johnny Wesley, Mike
Winther, Scott Allan, Jayden Sittler,
Devan Fafard and Brayden Burke
who, with the help of Mr. Mike’s staff
members, served food and drinks to
patrons for two hours. All tips during
that time period were donated to
United Way.
“We’re thrilled to have hit the
goal,” said United Way Executive
Director Jeff McLarty, “but what’s
really amazing is the way everybody
worked together to get us there.
United Way is about working
together and this was a perfect
example of that.”
Left to right: Jeff McLarty (Executive Director, United Way), Devan Fafard (Lethbridge HurriDonations to United Way’s
canes), Joseph Poirier (General Manager, Mr. Mike’s), Brady Pederson, Jessalin Groves and
Community Fund support more
than 20 organizations in Lethbridge Steph Groten (staff members, Mr. Mike’s)

Join our Partners for Life team! Donating blood is a great way to give back to the community. Register
once at www.blood.ca/joinpartnersforlife with the ID number UNIT013682 and your past and future
donations will be attributed to our team.
Call 1-888-2DONATE to make an appointment to donate blood at the Lethbridge Blood Donor Clinic
at Lethbridge Centre.
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Did you get that email?

or www.charitynavigator.org for information
about charities in the U.S. including United Way
Worldwide.
About United Way Worldwide

Every year since 2005, an anonymous email has
• Brian Gallagher is the CEO of United Way
been circulating the Internet making allegations
Worldwide and his compensation is set by a
about the salaries and perks of various CEOs of wellBoard of Trustees.
known organizations, such as UNICEF, the American
• United Way Worldwide is a leadership and
Red Cross, World Vision and the United Way.
support organization for the network of nearly
The sensation-seeking information seen in the past
1,800 community-based United Ways in 45
has been highly inaccurate and outdated. The email’s
countries and territories.
author(s) typically target CEOs of large, reputable
• Funds raised in Lethbridge and South Western
charities with falsehoods about their compensation,
Alberta DO NOT pay Mr. Gallagher’s salary.
while identifying other charities’ CEOs as having
contrastingly low salaries.
About United Way of Lethbridge & South
Those familiar with United Way will simply dismiss
and delete it as just another piece of un-attributable Western Alberta
spam. Others unfortunately, may allow it to influence
• Jeff McLarty is the Executive Director of United
their opinion of United Way, or even propagate the
Way of Lethbridge & South Western Alberta. He
myths by passing it on to others.
travels by car or taxi (not a limousine) and uses
While we cannot speak on behalf of other
economy airfare when required to travel by air.
charitable organizations, we can provide factual
• United Way’s Board of Directors regularly
information about United Way, and in particular,
examines the organization’s finances to ensure
United Way of Lethbridge and South Western
accuracy and appropriate expenses
Alberta.
• United Way of Lethbridge & South Western
As a registered Canadian charity, United Way
Alberta, along with other local charities,
follows all Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) charitable
is accountable to its donors for operating
status requirements. The organization is audited
efficiently and providing full value for
annually and reports its finances (including salary
donations received.
information) to CRA.
• Salaries at United Way of Lethbridge and South
For current and potential donors deciding where
Western Alberta are benchmarked against
to target their philanthropy, the following websites
other Canadian charities of similar size and
are excellent sources of factual information. Visit
scope in Lethbridge and among other United
www.cra-arc.gc.ca or www.charityfocus.ca for
Ways in Canada.
information on registered charities in Canada,

Registration open now!
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Did you know?
United Way volunteers have contributed more
than 1,000 volunteer hours during the 2014-2015
Fundraising Campaign season!
Volunteers from clubs, community organizations
businesses and throughout the community have
worked at Lethbridge Hurricanes games, golf
tournaments, poverty simulations and more.
If you are a volunteer with us or anywhere in the
community, we want to thank you for your hard
work and for caring. Our community is better
because of you!
Another fun night with community volunters at the Lethbridge Hurricanes game! Standing:
Vanessa Staenz, Nicole Leggott, Cassidy Russell, Rachael Gough, Sawyer Daley, Wilawan
Pankeaw, Sydney Riglin. Kneeling: Jannell Or, Ashlee Wong, Maud Freynet

To learn more about volunteering with United
Way, visit www.lethbridgeunitedway.ca or email
together@lethbridgeunitedway.ca.

Visit us online to download the package.

Getting to know United Way
Meet Maureen!

Maureen Burke is the current President of the United Way Board
of Directors.
Born and raised in Southern Alberta, Maureen has strong ties to
the community. She and her husband raised two kids in the town
of Coaldale and Maureen recently retired from Lethbridge College
where she worked as a fitness and wellness professional for 17
years.
Maureen has been involved with a variety of boards of directors
for organizations at municipal, regional and provincial levels. Her
years of volunteer and professional experience will continue to
make a difference in southern Alberta. Maureen believes that a
healthy and thriving United Way is an essential part of a strong
community.
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Spare Change

What’s Happening?
April 11 - A Taste of Lethbridge

When you donate $125 to 5th on 5th Youth Services, you’ll receive an invitation for two to this
culinary extravaganza. Hosted by EnergySmart, the
event will feature food, drinks, prizes and a silent
auction. Visit www.youth.ab.ca for more.

March 30-April 2- Easter Chicks

For a donation to Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Lethbridge you can put an Easter smile on the face
of a friend, family member or co-worker. Send the
chicks on a visit with a volunteer chauffeur to a
home or business within Lethbridge. Visit
www.bebig.ca for more information.

May 2 - Children’s Benefit Dinner

Wood’s Homes will host the 11th Annual Children’s
Benefit Dinner at the Lethbridge Lodge Hotel and
Conference Centre. Tickets are $150. The theme of
the event is Jack and the Beanstalk. Visit
www.woodshomes.ca for more information.

May 8 - No Fixed Address

Join the YWCA of Lethbridge and District for a 15hour ‘live-in-your-car-athon’. Participants gather
pledges and take part in an event that gives them
a taste of what it’s like to be homeless and live in
their vehicle. www.ywcalethbridge.org for more.

Got an event coming up? Contact us
to list it in our next newsletter!

Connect
with us!

Thoughts from great minds
“Do you want to know who you are? Don’t ask. Act!
Action will delineate and define you.”

-Thomas Jefferson
“Everyone wants to live on top of the mountain, but
all the happiness and growth occurs while you’re
climbing it.”

-Andy Rooney
“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as
though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though
everything is a miracle.”

- Albert Einstein
“Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for
breath.”

-George Carlin
“The miracle is this - the more we share, the more we
have.”

- Leonard Nimoy (on love)

1277 - 3 Avenue S.
Lethbridge, AB T1J 0K3
P: 403.327.1700
F: 403.317.7940
E: together@lethbridgeunitedway.ca
Visit us online:
lethbridgeunitedway.ca
Follow us on Twitter:
@unitedwaylethy
Find us on Facebook:
facebook.com/unitedwaylethy
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