
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1277 3rd Avenue South Lethridge, AB T1J 0K3 
Phone: 403-327-1700  Fax: 403-317-7940  Email: lethbridgeunited@telus.net 
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Bake Sale 
Employees contribute baked goods to be sold based on a fixed price or via auction/draw.  
 
Chili Cook-Off 
Employees donate money in order to sample and cast votes for their favorite recipe. To 
raise more money, have an entrance fee for employees entering a chili dish.  
 
Potluck Lunch 
Have each employee contribute a dish and donation. Encourage them to bring in the 
recipe for their dish.  
 
Employee Cookbook 
Collect recipes and helpful household hints. Group the collection into sections for a 
customized cookbook. Employees’ children provide the art work and illustrations. Print 
and bind books by a local business pro bono.  
 
Pancake Breakfast/BBQ/Picnic 
Arrange for supplies to be donated or the cost covered by the company and charge 
employees for the meal. 
 
Organizational Speaker Luncheon 
Invite a speaker for a workshop or have one of the United Way funded agencies come 
and deliver a presentation about the program that is funded by United Way. Have the 
food donated and ask employees for donations to attend.  
 
Sell Popcorn and Drinks 
During lunch hour sell popcorn/treats and drinks to employees for a few dollars. Hold as 
a one time event or a few times throughout your campaign. Boost profits by having the 
food donated or the cost covered by your company.  
 
Ice Cream Party 
Treat employees to an ice cream break for a small fee. You can go all out and create a 
Sunday bar with all the toppings. (Chocolate/caramel syrup, strawberries, cherries, 
sprinkles, etc.) 
 
Pizza Lunch 
Charge $5 for employees to enjoy a pizza lunch donated by a local pizzeria or with cost 
covered by your company. This can be a one time event or hold it a few times throughout 
your campaign. Consider switching up what is served to keep things interesting.  
 
Candy Grams 
Employees can show their appreciation for their co-workers by purchasing a candy gram 
and sending it to someone else in the office. They can attach a personalized note or leave 
the recipient guessing about their secret admirer.  



Pie Throwing  
Who can resist throwing a whipped cream pie at their boss? Charge employees a small 
fee and let the fun begin. The target can be owner/management, Employee Campaign 
Coordinator or anyone willing to get dirty for a good cause.  
 
Pie/Hot Dog Eating Contest 
Test the appetite of your employees by hosting a food eating challenge where participants 
pay to compete against co-workers. Whoever eats the most food within a time limit or 
those who eat a certain amount of food the quickest wins a prize. Observes are 
encouraged to donate.  
�
Hawaiian Luau 
Provide Hawaiian inspired food and drinks and encourage employees to dress up with 
grass skirts, coconut shells and leis. Charge employees a fixed price or encourage 
donations.  
 
International Food Day 
Group employees together to create tasty treats from around the world. Employees 
decorate their booths and dress according to their country theme. Hold the event over the 
lunch hour, allowing employees to purchase tickets redeemable for food at the booths. 
Invite a panel of judges to award prizes. 
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Who’s the Turkey? 
Pay a dollar to pin a feather on your favorite manager. At the end of the day, announce 
who appears to be the biggest turkey of the day. 
 
Pumpkin Carving Contest 
Use a Halloween theme for your campaign this year. Hold a pumpkin carving contest. 
Invite employees to enter carved pumpkins individually or by group. Charge $5 to enter 
and $1 to vote. Award prizes in categories: 

�  Best traditional 
�  Most creative 
�  Best effort by group/individual 
 

Pumpkin Sale 
Find a local business willing to donate pumpkins for your organization to sell to your 
employees. Employees can buy pumpkins for their families, staff or to use in a carving 
contest. 
 
Halloween Costume Contest 
Bring out the child in employees by encouraging everyone to dress up in a Halloween 
Costume. Charge $5 for everyone participating and award a prize for various categories: 

�  Scariest 
�  Most original 
�  Funniest/most embarrassing 
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Dress This Way for the United Way 
Stickers are available from the United Way office and employees pay to receive a sticker 
which allows them to dress casual (one time or once a week/month throughout the 
campaign). 
 

Pajama Day 
Save employees a few minutes in the morning by hosting a pajama day where everyone 
pays a fee and shows up to work looking like they just rolled out of bed.  
 

Dollar an Inch Contest 
Engage executives in an all day competition. Employees cut an inch off their favorite 
executive’s tie each time they donate to the United Way. Have prizes for the shortest tie, 
the ugliest tie, etc 
 

Ugly Tie/Earring Contest 
Choose a date where employees make a donation and sport the ugliest tie or earrings they 
can find and award prizes.  
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Toonie Toss 
Use a small wading pool and fill it with water. Place a dinner plate in the centre of the 
pool. The object of this game is to toss a toonie on to the plate and win a prize. The 
difficulty level can be adjusted by increasing/decreasing the distance between plate and 
the toonie-tosser. 
 

Loonie/Toonie Lane 
Stick double sided tape to the floor in a high traffic area. Have volunteers encourage 
passerbies to stick a loonie or toonie to the tape. Award each participant a draw ticket for 
each coin they place on the tape. At the end of the day, draw a winner, who then receives 
half of the loonies/toonies while the remainder is donated to the United Way. 
 

$$$ Giveaway 
You will need a crisp $20 or $50 dollar bill. You must conceal the serial number of the 
bill. Display the bill in a plastic sheet on a table where you are selling the guesses. You 
will have a Bristol board on the table with approximately 100 squares. In those squares 
are mock serial numbers of the bill on display. Only one square has the real number. Each 
person who pays for a guess writes their name in the square. The winning guess receives 
the bill. Price the guessing opportunities depending on the value of the bill to be won.  
 

Balloon Pop 
Secure a few donated prizes and write them down on small slips of paper. Blow up the 
balloons and place the paper inside, then attach them to a string or put them in a box. 
Employees buy a balloon and pop it to see if they’ve won. One variation to this event is 
to attach the balloons dartboard style to a bulletin board and have staff buy “throws at 
their target.” 
 



White Elephant Sale 
Encourage employees to donate a mystery gift and invite employees to purchase the gifts 
through a fixed price or by auction/draw. This event can be held in conjunction with a 
carnival.  
 
Elevator Toll 
Gets senior management approval to charge a toll for all those using the elevator on a 
particular day. Give each toll payer a label to wear or voucher to avoid being charged on 
subsequent elevator rides. 
 
50/50 Draw or Raffle 
Obtain a prize via donation and sell a ticket to employees for $2 or 3 tickets for $5. Draw 
the winner at the end of the day.  
 
How Many? 
Displays a jar filled with candy and have employees make a donation per guess. The 
closest guess will be awarded the jar of candy.   
 
Mind Games 
Post a tough math problem or Sodoku puzzle on a bulletin board or send out via e-mail 
and award a prize to the first employee who submits the correct answer. Have employees 
donate before accepting their answer.  
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Campaign Challenge 
A competition based on dollars raised through Pay-Roll Deduction or even the first group 
to turn in all pledge forms can be conducted between departments, floors or locations 
within your organization. You could also challenge another organization within your 
industry/sector/office building.  
 
CEO Campaign Challenge 
Your CEO/Senior Management commits to doing something unconventional (sing 
karaoke or dress in costume), if an increase in participation or dollars raised is achieved.  
 
Relay 
Childhood games in a timed, relay format are fun and can be a great team builder, e.g. 
bobbing for apples, potato sack/three legged races, suitcase/dress-up relay. Charge a team 
fee for entry.  
 
Live or Silent Auctions 

�  Homemade cookies or cheesecake 
�  Restaurant gift certificates 
�  Services gift certificates (e.g. car wash by co-worker) 
�  Donated household/ leisure items 
�  Premium Parking Stall 



 
Hidden Talents Show 
Employees pay an entrance fee and perform silly, hidden talents, e.g. drinking water 
while standing on head, reciting the alphabet backwards and impersonations. The 
participant with the best hidden talent wins a prize. The winner can be chosen by a group 
of judges or an employee audience (have employees donate coins/small bills for favorite 
participant & whoever received the most money wins).  
 
Scavenger Hunt 
Hold an office scavenger hunt. Split into teams, perhaps by department, and have 
employees search for a few items during lunch hour. Award a prize to the winning team. 
You can theme the hunt around United Way, having brochures, stickers and red and 
white objects on the list of things to find. 
 
Tug of War 
Test the strength of your organization by holding a tug of war tournament and award the 
winning team a trophy. Teams can be organized by department or floor and are charged 
an entry fee.  
 
Lip Synch Contest 
Encourage employees to enter a Lip Synch Contest over the lunch break and compete 
against co-workers for best performance. Charge participants an entry fee and encourage 
observers to donate money towards their favorite contestant.  
 
Spelling Bee 
Invite employees to participate, charging a $5 entrance fee. Galley observers can place $1 
bets on their favorite participants.  
 
Softball/Volleyball Tournament 
Get employees moving by charging an entrance fee to enter a tournament (softball, 
volleyball, floor hockey, etc.) The winning team receives a prize/trophy and bragging 
rights.  
 
Office Olympics 
Get creative with the layout/supplies at your office and come up with events that utilize 
ordinary office items (Paper toss, paperclip mountain, chair race, obstacle course, etc.) 
Charge employees to participate and award prizes for the winning competitors. 
 
Children’s drawing Contest 
Every parent loves to showcase their children’s talents. Charge employees a fee to submit 
a drawing/coloring done by their little artist and award a prize for the winning child.  
  
Cubicle Decoration Contest 
Award employees one day to showcase their individuality by encouraging everyone to 
make a donation and decorate their cubicle.  
 



United Way Trivia Contest 
Distribute a list of trivia questions based on the United Way of Lethbridge & South 
Western AB. Award a prize for the first person to make a donation with all of the 
questions answered correctly.  
 
Executive Chair Race 
Set up a relay course for executives to go through sitting in chairs. Use a stop-watch to 
time contestants with the best time winning a prize. Observers wager $1 on their favorite 
contestants.  
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Email Bingo  
Distribute Bingo cards personally or via email for paying participants. Call out numbers 
via email and award a prize for the first person to email with the subject BINGO! and a 
completed card.  
 
Mini Golf 
Turn you workplace into a putting green. Ticket to play is a pledge form or donation.  
 
Carnival 
Organize a mini carnival at the office with various game booths set up. Charge 
employees $1 to play at each booth. 

�  Bean Bag Toss 
�  Ring Toss 
�  Balloon Pop 
�  Bingo 
 

Karaoke Party 
Participants pay $2 to enter and are given a list of songs and a pledge sheet in advance. 
Participants ask employees to support them by pledging money. At the event, have a big 
box of funny hats, boas and other costumes available for participants to use. Consider 
“passing the hat” at the party to receive even more pledges. 
 
Book Sale 
Encourage employees to bring in books through the campaign and price them 
accordingly. 
 
Bowl-A-Thon 
Ask employees to participate and charge $2 to enter. Give each participant a pledge sheet 
in advance to use when asking co-workers for their support.  
 
Casino Night 
Set up a few tables for blackjack, poker, roulette, etc. and donate the proceeds. Sell 
snacks and refreshments for added donations.  
 
 



CEO Car Wash 
Invite employees to donate $5 to have their car washed by their CEO. Charge extra for 
special services like cleaning the interior or polishing the rims.  
 
Match the pets/babies to employee photos 
Have every employee submit a picture of themselves and a picture of their pet/baby. 
Charge $2 to attempt to correctly match the photos. Award a prize for those who are 
successful. To encourage more donations, charge an extra $1 to tell them which matches 
are correct and award them another try.  
 
Murder Mystery 
Host a party where attendees portray characters in a Murder Mystery. These skits are 
available for purchase at retail locations and are a fun way to escape reality. Throughout 
the evening, have the characters put money in a jar corresponding with the character that 
they think is the MURDERER and reward the donors with a secret clue.  
 
Executive Fantasy Auction 
Have executives create “fantasy” packages, which employees can bid on at a special 
auction. Packages could include fishing trips, dinners or movie tickets. Executives could 
also auction special “services”. 

�  Cooking the winner bidder a special dish 
�  Singing at a special event 
�  Mowing the winners lawn 
�  Changing the winners car oil 
�  Babysitting the winners children 
 

Junkyard Wars 
With Tonka Toys as the “junk,” teams create a working vehicle. This game builds 
awareness of United Way, as teams must answer tough United Way question to get parts 
for the grand finale construction event. The internet is a great source of ideas for this type 
of challenge. 
 
Collecting Points 
Teams compete by collecting points for completing desired behaviors weighted by 
importance. These behaviors or tasks could include the following: turning in a pledge 
form, attending kick-off/ campaign events, organizing a fundraising event or answering 
United Way questions. 
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